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Upgrading automated
bulk ice cream packaging

Blue Bell heightens foodservice brand identity and worker safety. while also enhancing cost
and operating efficiencies with in-plant-forming of preprinted all-paper drum containers.

Judy Rice | Contributing Editor

Sremium (ce cream maker 2lu2 Bell Creameras, neadqua™- In addition to addressing the foocsenvce worker safety Issues, the
tered In Brennam, TX, prodJces and packages a broad range company also was Interested in improving (1s owverall bulk ce cream
of year-round and seasonal (ce cream fiawors n pnt and hat- packegng cost efficiencies and offering innovative, “brand-dentity” ice
galon round containers and bulk drums. For its institutonal ice cream cream packagng In the bulk category.
customers, the comaany Intally had been using paper-based bulkk After considering other container ogtons, 3lu2 Bel came upon
drums with meatal ring binding. But the metal nngs had the potenta the AlPaparCrum™ (APD) bulk ca2 cream packaging system from
0 oocasonaly cause foodsenace worker Injuras such as finger cuts. 299 pn 86
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Blue Bell’s preprinted
drums heighten the
company’s identity in the
bulk ice cream category.
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Blue Bell

DALMA ROLL, FLEASE. Sideunils are
automatically roll-formed into drums,
and bottom disks are applied, via

heat sealing of poly-coated materials.

Weidenhammer Packaging (www
weidenhammerus). Ths system was
introcuced to Blue Bell oy the creameary’s
long-tima packag g matena's brokar and
manufacturers rep 3aer & Associates
(640¢734-5723 or 713/816-7008)

The 3-gallon package consists of sice-
wall, sottom, and Id. Bottom and sidewa
are |oined at Blua Ball by drum-farming
equipment leased from Wedenhammer.

Wedenhammer makas bath the bot-

tom and the Iid. The bottom S an extru-
sion lamnation of kraft [inerboard to <aft
linarboard that gets a coatng of low-
density polyethylana Weidenhammear makes the top i1 two staps. First
rings are formad from a two-ply lamination of kraft Inerboard to kraft
linarboard. The rings are than introduced to a machine that cuts a disk
from singe-ply kraft linerboard and uses adhesive to marry disk to nrg.

The sicewall comes from @ Weidennammersourced suppler It's a

two-aly laminaton nat of kraft out rather of cup stock peper. it's print-

pgan Il‘ﬂ“-
llg ’ l?; nlu'l

ethylena In th

form drums whose ¢

The Arctic Series of Palletizing Robots

happy in the Cold like a kid on a snowy day!

The KUKA KR Quantec Arclleﬂ 3
Good to -30° C

Available in 3 payloads 120kg, 180kg, 2

kukainfo@kukarobotics.com

ed flexo in two colors. Lke the bo
drum-form
g on the sidawal 's he
nis oroduces a water-tight crum without the need for guing
ccereto"s Also natabie is that this machine can be changed quicdy 1o
-VoiUmas vary

md ll"‘(l*
"ganlﬂ JPg n
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“tom, It gets a coating of low-censity
equipmant at 3lue Bell, the LDPE
aled to the LDPE coating on the
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A snort dstance from the drum-forming machine s equipment from

T.D. Sawvel Co. (www idsawvel.com) that !

wdaoet.com; "k-vet panter.
3luz el tested tha new packagng
some2 ¢ mers in 2004, C
such as ice cream perl ranis, theme parks,
venuas—any establshments that sarve nand-diopad
ce cream throughout the company’s
cJrrently encomp 23 states.
Wedannammer worked with Slue 82! w0 lay out a
comprahansie conversion pan that Degan In 20
the begnnng of 2015, Blua Bel h;
ts bulk ‘ce cream busness ot

L=

ribution area,

convert
“aparDrum

systam

BENEFITS A LA MODE

3luz 3ell Purchasing Man e
says, “The APD offered the most effcences of any
of tha 3-galon packages we evaluated. It aliowed us
10 reduc2 labor and bring a unque pacage to the
market place. Our customars often had complainad
about the hazards of matal rings on the drums. Tne
APD eliminates that issue DS af the empted
drums at the user kocations s alsu safer, simpler, ang

more space-efficient

ager Mark Patre

“Our packaging is unique in
the bulk ice cream marxetplace,
and we have received acceptance
from our customer base.™

According to Patranela, a plastc Id s an ogton
an tha APD. “But we opted for tha al-paper Id. It
mimicked our existing Id, s more economical than
tha pastic Ik, and = worcs well on our filling lin2

We do not use any lip-nm E;“E!ll")z mema3rana. From a

Dackegng matengls standaont, the APD m also
ncurs less fretght costs Decause the suopier snipping
ocaton s cl 10 our manufactunng facity than

our oravious supplier was. And by directly conveying
from the drum former ta the filler, we nave baen able
10 reduce labar requrements”

orum formvtill’'seal speeds nave nc
tha olg system—approxamately 12 drums/min now
versus sbout B nefore. And the new system s engl-
to oe mare ooerato~friandly, requ nng consid-
y |ess oparator time and attantion.

The Werlenhammer automatic container former Is
ocated on an upper fioor of tha plant. A line oparator
feeds sicewall stock and bottom dis<s into the maching,
which rol-forms tha sidewalls, \nsarts the bottom cisk,
forms the top rim ip, and heat seas the LDPZ-coatad

{1 versus

March 2315 | PACKAGING WORLD 97

n 2013, and introcuced It t0
Jstomers pamarnly are foodsarvice outlets
ng

and sportl

MASSMAN AUTOMATION DESIGNS,LLC

WWW.MASSMANLLC.COM | SALESEMASSMANLLC.COM

il's the drums and aoples
lids. Date codas are mprintad on eacn drum by a Videojet 1

W

or system hazdad for the filer. Tne contanar s filid,
ded, and th he ice cream harcening stat

Accordng to Patrane g, "Our staff ad)
drum system. We did have to tweak the filler slig
tha new drum, but it was

tom seams. The drum than is automat.caly dispensac

a very minor edjustmant, and the transition
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CASE
LOADING

CONTACT A SALES REP TODAY AND FIND OUT HOW

MASSMAN CAN HELP YOU MEET ALL OF
YOUR PACKAGING NEEDS!
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went smoathly. Weidanhammer has bean a very sctive partner in mak-
ng Sure the systam ogerates we'. The trainng of our production and
mantanance staf was comprenenswe and effectve. Any issua that has
ansen nas been nancled promptly by Wedanhammer.”

Overall, Biue Ball has found tnis packaging Sysiem 0 2e nighy
rellanle and cost-affective. No matal o plastic binder rngs or massy,

OPZRATOR-FRENCLY F/T/S. Three-galion
drums are now being formed, fillled,
and sealed at speeds up to 12 dpm
with only minimal operator time

and attention required. Blue Bell
Director of Marketing Carl Breed and
Purchasing Manager Mark Patranella
observe the operations.

difficut-to-use adhasives ara invoived
n edcition, Blue Ball has graater contro
aver the a printed on the sidewals due
10 no interference from fold lines or sairal-
wound construction associatad with the
okl containers. Exact pleceameant of Blue
3el's "cow and grl” graohics gves the ice
cream compary a nigher beand idantity
on its DUk products.

lus 3el Director of Maketing Car
areed notes, “The new all-paner contaner presents us with a much
greater opportunity to empnasiza our brand. Unlike our oravious con-
1@inar (which was spiral-wound), our new Juk crums allow us to nigh-
Ignt our name and logo With a stragnt and more prominan: layout and
design. Our packaging is uniqua in the Bulk (o2 cream marketolace, and
we have raceived acoaptance from our customer base.” PW
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Taking Flexible Packaging to a New Level

FL
GA77 TOV0 JIDOKI w FLtécnics
Automated pre-made Sticknack & sachat Rolistock nouch

pouch nackaging systems

packagng systems ging systems

Visit our website Expanding Your Flexible Packaging
for upcoming trade

shows and events! M AT n I x
MatrixPM.com/Events - - - - -
(888) 628-7491

powered byProMach & PACKAGING MACHINERY
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